Truth Be Told
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Truth is like a seemingly placid, tranquil lake. The sun glinting off the shimmering waters of the lake, shaded by a bountiful orchard, brimming with fruit. Birds chirping their calls on a hazy spring day. As we journey into the lake we find that it is beautiful, brimming with beautiful, tropical fish and exotic shimmering strands of seaweed. But then you spot a small hole spiraling down into the abyss. Struck with a sudden curiosity you swim to this dark patch of water and begin sinking into the realm of things that you might only find in nightmares. Strange and hideous entities dwell in this dark and foreboding place. Huge translucent beasts travel like specters through the murky waters. You can try to swim up to the surface yet you are held back as if by some strange force. 


This is a representation of a person who has lived in blissful ignorance of the truth. He or she may, knowingly or by chance of fate have stumbled upon the truth, and been struck by a life-shattering realization. Engulfed in a web of sadness, desperation and falsehood, the person is crushed by the truth, so long held back by false hopes, dreams and aspirations. This brings me to my first quote, “Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing had happened.” This statement was made by Winston Churchill. This basically sums up what I have just written except that it might be less severe for different cases.

“The pure and simple truth is rarely pure and never simple.” This particular quote from Oscar Wilde, is very true to real life, in that, people who search and think they are seeking a pure truth are in for a surprise when they come across the truth. In the book Nothing but the Truth, no one side was completely right. Both Philip and the teacher who had him sent to the office were both out of line in their handling of the issue. By now, you’re probably wondering what exactly the issue is, and I can sum it up in one sentence. Humming loudly to the national anthem when it was against the rules. Of course, I’m telling it from my vantage point and this is how I see it. Philip thinks he is humming softly and being patriotic, but then again , how do we know that he is telling the truth or not. His English teacher, Mrs. Narwin, thought that he was being a nuisance and causing a disturbance in her classroom. For instance in any trial for murder, one might think that the defendant would either be guilty or innocent. Not so, Even if a person was proven to commit the crime, there are moral issues to deal with. Was it entirely his fault? Maybe he was framed. Does he really deserve the punishment given to him.

“Truth is a jewel that should not be painted over; but it may be set To advantage and shown in a good light.” This quote by George Santayana suggests that the truth doesn’t have to be dry and sterile, but could be slightly juiced up. And yet, it should never be obscured by falsehoods. If your friend came up to you proudly displaying what appeared to be his new shoes, but they were in a hideous yellow, like some peoples cabinets, commonly known as Puke Yellow, and asked you what you thought of them. You might reply that they looked like someone had puked on your feet and you had failed to remove it. But then that would be the harsh and sterile truth. It might be more diplomatic if you answer “Wow, I bet no one else has a pair of shoes like those.” Another tactful remark might be “They are extremely unique.” But it would be an outright lie to say that they were the most incredible shoes you had ever seen in your entire life! An example in class is when we are revising each others paper’s we must write down constructive criticism. It would cruel to tell them that their story really sucked,” and a lie to tell them that it was a profound and eloquent piece of writing. It might be better to say that it lacked depth, was not altogether interesting and lacked several important components.
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“A man about to tell the truth should keep one foot in the stirrup.” Old Mongolian Saying has much root in reality. If you confessed to witnessing a murder, the murderer and his or her co-conspirators might hunt you down and execute you for your intervention. This quote is defining how the truth is not always what people want to hear, and might get you into a very sticky situation, so. It’s in your best interests to get as far away from the trouble as possible. Mongolians rode horses and it was best to be ready to jump back on the horse after telling the truth. An example from class might be when he gets to school and finds out that no one liked him after he told the “truth” about Mrs. Narwin and the “Humming” incident , so he left for another school to avoid the ridicule from his peers.


“That’s not a lie, it’s a terminological inaccuracy.” This quote by Alexander Haig is basically a way to slap a new name on what is clearly a lie. There are many true to life examples of this. For instance, in the movie Star Wars, Obi Wan Kanobi tells Luke that his father was killed by Darth Vader. This may seem like a lie if you have seen all three movies. If you haven’t, it would take too long to explain anyway. The truth of the matter is that his father was drawn toward the dark side and became Darth Vader. But, it is actually a terminological error, because his father’s spirit died and was replaced by the cold, unfeeling mask of hate that was Darth Vader. A real life example is in the book “Nothing But the Truth,” Phillip Malloy says that he was humming, which isn’t a lie, but a terminological error. This is because he was making noise, may it be singing or humming.

My definition of truth is as such: When trying to twist the truth it will break, and explode in your face. If you try to bury the truth under a thick coating of lies, it will rise to the surface like oil on water. Truth will always prevail, just as the genuine product will destroy the imitation, the lies and falsehood. Truth has a vengeful spirit, and many who seek truth think they are some kind of demigod, may be righteous, but there is never one truth of the world, for truth is in the eye of the beholder. Like many things we hold dear to us , truth has a harsh, cruel side to it, and, will usually be shunned as a lie and knocked aside like a piece of rubbish to those for whom it has no use. Yet, to those who want to believe in one ideal, it becomes their truth, their passion and drives them toward it regardless of the toll it may take on them. These few inspire others to fight for their cause, for they conceive it as a pure and holy purpose. They will throw themselves with driving urgency to further their cause because that truth is held far above all else. Truth is a journey and those who follow the path are truly great people who shape the future of our earth.
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